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factory, a handsome profit may be made. There are
some few indigo-factories or " concerns" which may
almost always be trusted year after year to yield a good
and profitable out-turn. But it is not by any means a
.general rule to be so prosperous. At some places
either too heavy rain or too little rain may spoil the
growing crop. A neighbouring river may overflow its
banks and drown all the hopes of the husbandmen, or
the much-needed water may refuse to appear in the
river at the proper time, so that the well-grown plant
cannot be manufactured into the dye. These are but a
few out of the many troubles that attend the cultivation
of indigo. There are some years when the life of the
indigo-planter is a life of mere agony and anxiety, and
nothing that his skill or experience can suggest or
devise is of the slightest avail toward off the impending
ruin of his crop and of his hopes for a successful
season.

But for all this, the life of an indigo-planter is gener
rally healthy and happy, and at all events it is more
suited to the taste and disposition of most young
Englishmen than the dull routine of a merchant's
office or a bank. Let us try to picture to ourselves
the buildings and surroundings of the indigo-planter's
home. There is a cheerful and substantial house nest-
ling in the shelter of some fine trees; there is a broad
lawn, and a flower-garden full of roses and myrtles
and variegated flowering shrubs. There is the well-
stocked kitchen-garden with its constant supplies of